Introduction
Culture of Neisseria gonorrhoeae has become much simpler since the introduction of the selective media by Thayer and Martin.' These media may be obtained commercially at reasonable prices and have proved efficient. The characteristic morphological criteria for the colonies grown on the selective media, in combination with Gram staining and oxidase reaction, allow a preliminary classification of the organisms as Neisseria. However, neisseriae other than N gonorrhoeae can occur in pharyngeal and rectal smears, for example Neisseria meningitidis and Neisseria lactamica, both of which are found with increasing frequency in urethral and cervical smears. [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] For this reason, a clear classification of neisseriae is needed in venereological investigations. Dunn 
Discussion
Our results clearly show the difficulties met with in the routine venereological laboratory. The specific identification of N gonorrhoeae by its ability to ferment sugar in the subcultures is difficult as well as time-consuming and expensive. Its use is further limited by possible contamination and death of subcultures as well as by the occasional strains which have a decreased ability to degrade sugar. These difficulties are often stressed in published reports but actual numbers of failures are not mentioned. 27 The direct IF method has proved to be reliable for identification.'6 17 The specificity of the commercially available conjugate is sometimes disputed.28 29 With practice, however, the method is highly specific compared with the fermentation reaction. The IF method reduces reporting time by at least 24 hours, and the actual technique and the evaluation take no longer than two hours to perform. The method, however, requires skill, experience, and the technical equipment for fluorescent microscopy.
On the other hand, the 
